
 

 

MoMA PRESENTS MI DCAREER RETROSPECTI VE OF FI LMMAKER SU FRI EDRI CH 
 
N in e Fi lm s Dea l i n g  Pr im ar i l y  W i t h  I ssu es o f  Fem in i sm , Gen d er  an d  Sex u a l i t y  I n cl u d e  
East  Coast  Pr em ier e o f  See in g  Red  ( 2 0 0 5 )  
 
Th e Pe r son al  Fi lm s o f  Su  Fr ied r i ch  
 
Sep t em b er  2 7 Ð3 0  
Th e  Roy  an d  N iu t a  Ti t u s Th ea t e r s 
 
NEW  YORK, Au gu st  1 5 , 2 0 0 6 Ñ The Museum of Modern  Art  presents Th e Pe r son al  Fi lm s o f  Su  

Fr ied r i ch , a seri es of nine films  by the avant  gard e director of personal, experime ntal films  that  

deal larg ely with issues of femi nism,  gender and lesbian sexualit y. This mi dcareer re t ro spect iveÑ

presented Septemb er 27Ð30 at  The Roy and Niuta Titus Theaters  on the occasion of the DVD 

re lease of a five-volume , 13- t it le Fri edri ch film collect ionÑ includes such classic work s as The Ties 

That  Bind (1984)  and Sink or Swim (1990) , as well as the East  Coast  premi ere  of Fri edri chÕs latest  

work  Seeing Red (2005) , all of which will be int roduced by the director on opening night . The 

exhibit ion is org anized by Sally Berg er,  Assistant  Curator,  Depart ment  of Film and Media, The 

Museum of Modern  Art . Special thanks to Vanessa Domi co, Outcast  Films ;  Canyon Cinema ;  and 

New York  Wome n in Film and Television. 

Fri edri ch at tended the Univers it y of Chicago and Oberl in College, work ing as a 

photographer and graphic art ist  in New York . Fro m her beginnings in the Ame ri can femi nist  

mo veme nt  of the late 1970s, Su Fri edri ch (Ame ri can, b. 1954)  has mi xed experi me ntal, narra t ive, 

and docume ntary  forms  with pro vocat ive femi nist  and lesbian theme s to create a significant  body 

of ori ginal hybri d films . A gro undbreaking me mb er of the avant -gard e film commu nity, and a 

pivotal force in the establishme nt  of Queer Cinema  with Fri edri ch at  the vanguard, along with 

filmma kers  such as Peggy Ahwesh, Gregg Araki,  Todd Haynes, Tom Kalin, Chri stopher Munch, 

Marl on Riggs, and Ellen Spiro , Fri edrich has created a body of work  that  is ma rk ed by her 

unabashedÑ often autobiographically basedÑ invest igat ions of int ima te subjects and by the 

femi nist  slogan Òthe personal is polit icalÓ. Her films  explore  the worlds of lesbian adolescence and 

sexualit y, wome nÕs adulthood and health, gender polit ics, and fami lial and societal re lat ionships. 

Fri edri chÕs earl ier work  is characteri zed by it s black and white cinema tography and her 

re liance on opt ical pri nt ing, while her later work  has incorp ora ted color film/ video hybri ds and, 

mo re  recent ly, exclusively color video work . Fr iedri chÕs comb ined narra t ive, docume ntary , and 

experi me ntal t reatments lend a comp lexity to her subject  ma t ter.  

 
 

 

 



No. TK 
Pr ess Con t act :  Paul Power,  (212)  708-9847, or paul_power@m oma .org  
 
For downloadable ima ges, please visit  www.mo ma .org / press  
 
Pu b l i c I n f o r m at ion :  
Th e Mu seu m  o f  Moder n  Ar t , 11 West  53rd  St reet , New York , NY 10019 
 
Hou r s:  Wednesday thro ugh Monday:  10: 30 a.m. -5: 30 p.m.  Fri day:  10: 30 a.m. -

8: 00 p.m.  Closed Tuesday  
Mu seu m  Adm :  $20 adults;  $16 seniors , 65 years  and over with I .D.;  $12 full- t ime  

students with curre nt  I .D. Free, me mb ers and children 16 and under.   
( I ncludes admi t tance to Museum galleri es and film pro grams )  

 Targ et  Free Fri day Nights 4: 00 p.m. -8: 00 p.m.   
Fi lm  Adm :  $10 adults;  $8 seniors , 65 years  and over with I .D. $6 full- t ime  students 

with curre nt  I .D.  (For admi t tance to film pro grams  only)  
Su b w ay :   E or V t ra in to Fifth Avenue/ 53rd  St reet  
Bu s:   On Fifth Avenue, take the M1, M2, M3, M4, or M5 to 53rd  St reet .  On Sixth 

Avenue, take the M5, M6, or M7 to 53rd  St reet .  Or take the M57 and M50 
cro sstown buses on 57th and 50th St reets. 

 
The public ma y call (212)  708-9400 for detailed Museum informa t ion. Visit  us at  
www.mo ma .org  
 
 
 
 
 

THE PERSONAL FI LMS OF SU FRI EDRI CH 
 

SCREENI NG SCHEDULE 
 
 
W edn esday , Sep t em ber  2 7  
 
6 :0 0  Th e Ties Th at  Bin d . 1984. USA.  

A fearl ess dialogue between past  and present , and m other and daughter;  this me ditat ion 
on polit ical responsibilit y and personal loss is viewed thro ugh Fri edri chÕs mo therÕs 
experi ences gro wing up in Nazi Germa ny. 55 mi n. 

 
Sin k  o r  Sw im . 1990. USA.  
This landma rk  in autobiographical filmma king presents an unflinching account  of the 
highly charg ed re lat ionship between a daughter and her father.  48 mi n. Pr esen t ed  by  
Fr ied r i ch  

 
8 :1 5  Ru les o f  t h e Road . 1993. USA.  

A used stat ionwagon emb odies the me mo ries of a failed re lat ionship. 31 mi n. 
 

Th e Head  o f  a  Pi n . 2004. USA.  
The beauty and cru elty of nature  confro nts urb anites. 21 mi n. 

 
Seein g  Red . 2005. USA.  
Seeing Red expresses the not ion that  a color,  me lody, or person has m ult iple 
characteri st ics that  cannot  be unders tood within a simp le frame work . 27 mi n. East  Coast  
p r em ier e.  
 
Pro gram 79 mi n. Pr esen t ed  by  Fr ied r i ch  

 
 



 
 
 
Fr iday , Sep t em ber  2 9  
 
6 :0 0  H ide an d  Seek . 1996. USA. Cowri t ten by Cathy Nan Quinlan. With Chels Holland, Ari el 

Mara , Alicia Manta, and twenty interv iew subjects.  
I n this film about  lesbian adolescence and awakening desire  in the 1960s, Fri edri ch 
interw eaves a fict ional narra t ive about  the escapades of a young tomb oy and her fri ends 
with adult  test imonials and remi niscences about  comi ng of age. Camp y, educat ional 
footage ro unds out  the story . 65 mi n.  

 
 
 
8 :1 5  Th e Odds o f  Recov er y . 2002. USA.  

Fri edri ch turn s the came ra  on herselfÑ an unhappy pat ient  facing her sixth surg ery  and an 
ongoing, difficult - to- t reat  hormo ne imb alanceÑ in order to analyze her chances for a 
happier,  healthier life. The film  boldly addresses the concern s of mi ddle age, mo rt alit y, 
and ra re ly discussed wome nÕs sexual health issues. 65 mi n.  

 
 
Sat u r day , Sep t em ber  3 0  
 
2 :0 0  Th e Ties Th at  Bin d .  

Sin k  o r  Sw im . See Wednesday, Septemb er 27, 6: 00 
 
5 :0 0  Dam n ed  I f  You  Don Õt . 1987. USA. With Peggy Healey, Ela Tro yano.  

An int ima te look at  sexual expression and repression thro ugh the re telling of Black 
Narc issus, a film about  a nun in an isolated convent , j uxtaposed with the remi niscences of 
a woma nÕs closeted ro ma nce. 42 mi n. 

 
Fi r st  Com es Lov e. 1991. USA.  
Four wedding ceremo nies, record ed in all their pomp and circums tance against  a backdro p 
of love songs, are  comp ared to the opt ions for gay ma rri age aro und the worl d. 22 mi n.  
 

6 :3 0  H ide an d  Seek . See Thursday, Septemb er 28, 8: 15 


